Interstate Landcare Educators Study Tour

Executive Report

There are many dedicated individuals who are involved with environmental education in Western Australia. Practitioners tend to work in isolation and elicit support from their community and colleagues.  While there have been efforts made to increase the uptake of environmental education across the curriculum, there has been no major initiative/program to deliver support and ongoing commitment to it.

The Interstate Landcare Educators Study Tour was seen as an exciting opportunity by the Soil and Land Conservation Council to raise awareness of the state of environmental education in Western Australia by researching other states environmental educational activities.

Initially, intrastate research was conducted to investigate why environmental education practitioners were committed to delivering environmental messages to their students.  The responses indicated that these individuals involved their students in activities that contributed to both educational and environmental outcomes and were passionate about the need for increasing the awareness of their students that would hopefully lead to behaviour changes towards a more sustainable way of living in the future.

Additionally, these practitioners surveyed their colleagues regarding their environmental education programs.  The results indicated that while all teachers agreed that environmental education was important, they all have access to environmental education resources and professional development, and they all believe that environmental education fits within the curriculum the majority do not implement environmental education programs.  Reasons for this include “other teachers have done it”, “my learning area is The Arts”, “not enough knowledge or skills” etc.

With this information the outcome for the Interstate Landcare Educators Study Tour was developed:

To use Soil and Land Conservation Council and Department of Agriculture funding to take a select group of Western Australian landcare and environmental educators to New South Wales, Canberra and Victoria to investigate landcare and environmental education programs and resources while creating networks, returning with ideas, activities and strategies to support the implementation of environmental education in WA during July - October 2001.
Nine environmental education practitioners were selected from a wide range of applicants who demonstrated a commitment to environmental education.  The Study Tour Coordinator was the Environmental Education Officer – Department of Agriculture Esperance.

In addition to the ten fully Soil and Land Conservation Council sponsored positions four Agency/Organisations sponsored a representative each.  The Agency/Organisations were Water and Rivers Commission, Greening Australia – Western Australia, [Men of Trees – Million Trees Project, Southern Wungong/Upper Canning Integrated Catchment Team, Swan Catchment Centre – combining to sponsor one representative], and Meekatharra District High School – Department of Education sponsored an indigenous representative.

The complete Interstate Landcare Educators Study Tour program was comprehensive and entailed both pre and post meetings.  All Study Tour participants made a commitment to attend:

· Pre meeting – Tammin and Alcoa Landcare Education Centre (10th – 11th June)

· Study Tour – New South Wales, Canberra and Victoria (4th – 12th July)

· Post meeting – Fairbridge Farm (12th August)

Daily evaluations of the Study Tour revealed a sharp increase in awareness of the greater picture of environmental education – Australia wide and recorded a plethora of new ideas and possible directions.  Each participant pledged a number of actions to be taken upon their return.  These pledges referred to curriculum implementation, community participation and personal behaviour changes.  The Study Tour group developed a draft vision for environmental education for Western Australia:

“Every child to have the opportunity to be aware of and become involved in environmental education at the local level promoting the ideals of environmental sustainable development, biodiversity and the interconnectedness of human activity and the environment.”

The Study Tour participants presented a workshop at the State Landcare Conference – “Landcare Education – where are we at in Western Australia?”  This workshop presented the outcomes from the Study Tour and asked participants to discuss these and deliver ideas about how environmental education might progress in Western Australia.

The Study Tour’s major finding was that Western Australia is lagging behind in its commitment to environmental education.  Both New South Wales and Victoria run a five million-dollar environmental education program, per annum.  Western Australia, by comparison, has a two to three hundred thousand dollar environmental education program.

The Study Tour participants would like to see this disparity corrected by the implementation of a statewide environmental education officer program.  This program would provide each education district with an experienced environmental education specialist who will support all schools to implement locally supported environmental projects with the aim of creating educational and environmental outcomes and school plans.  There must be an ongoing commitment to environmental education in the curriculum and in schools facilities management.  This would require funding of approximately two million dollars, per annum (still not the contribution of the Eastern States).

The Study Tour participants would like to thank all the sponsors, particularly the Soil and Land Conservation Council for their vision and commitment.  We look forward to a positive and sustainable future for environmental education.
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Interstate Comparison of Environmental Education Programs

New South Wales - Department of Education and Training
$5 million

· 23 environmental education centres

· 1 full-time Chief Education Officer

· mandated policy (from 1989 and updated 2001)

· 2 Zoo Ed Centres with 6 teachers

· many interagency programs

Victoria - Department of Education and Youth Affairs

$5 million
· 5 full-time Environmental Education Officers

· 3 Zoo Ed Centres with 18 teachers

· Gould League

· Soverign Hill

· Creswick Centre

· Queenscliff Discovery Centre

Western Australia - Department of Education












$200 000

· 3 part-funded environmental education officers

· Ribbons of Blue – State Coordinator

· Herdsman Lake Wildlife Education Centre - Manager

· State Landcare Coordinator

· Tammin Alcoa Landcare Education Centre

· Student Programs

· Professional Development
